
26th Congress, 
lsi jS'ession. 

Rep. No. 220- Ho. op Repsv 

LEY1 COLMUS. 
[To accompany bill H. R. No. 232.] 

March 5, 1840. 

Mr. Palen, from the Committee on Invalid Pensions, made the following 

REPORT: 

The Committee on Invalid Pensions, to whom was referred, the petition of 
Levi Colmus, of Baltimore, in the State of Maryland, having had the 
same under consideration, report: 

That the petitioner, in 1814, belonged to a company of artillery at Bal¬ 
timore, commanded by Captain James Piper, which was, in the month of 
September of that year, mustered into the service of the United States, 
and was engaged in the battle near Baltimore which took place on the 
12th day of September, 1814; that prior to said battle the petitioner was 
a healthy, able-bodied man. The company to which he belonged was 
stationed on Laudenslager’s hill, and in defence of the city of Baltimore 
against the British army, which had advanced within a very short distance 
of the city. During said engagement, the exertions of the said Colmus, 
in the discharge of his duty as an artillerist, were extremely arduous and 
violent. About three or four days after the battle, Dr. Diffenderffer, the 
surgeon of the regiment to which said Colmus belonged, was called on to 
see said Colmus, who was then confined at his own house by indisposi¬ 
tion. He found, on examination of the case, that the pain with which he 
was then afflicted was occasioned by an incipient rupture. He immedi¬ 
ately directed him to wear a truss, which he has been compelled to con¬ 
tinue the use of ever since. That the petitioner, previous to said engage¬ 
ment, was sound and healthy; that his exertions as an artillerist, while 
so engaged, were very violent; and that, within three or four days there¬ 
after, the disability, which has continued upon him ever since, made its 
appearance, the committee conceive are fully proved. 

The committee understand that the most frequent exciting cause of 
hernia or rupture is violent bodily exertion; and that it may be induced, 
capable of becoming larger afterward, without the individual becoming 
conscious of the occurrence at the time ; and, consequently, that he might 
be unable to specify positively when the accident took place. 

The committee, on the whole, are of opinion that the disability was 
- caused by the violent exertions of the petitioner while in the line of his 

duty during said engagement. The physician testifies to a disability of 
one-half. The committee therefore report a bill for four dollars per month 
from the 1st of January, 1838, during his natural life. 
Blair & Rives, printers. 
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